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THOUSANDS VIEW RARELY SEEN ART OF MARY FROM VATICAN MUSEUMS, 
FREE EXHIBIT ENTERS FINAL FEW WEEKS ON DISPLAY 
DAYTON, Ohio- A collection of rarely seen art of Mary from the Vatican Museums "has 
been met wifu lively interest," attracting thousands of visitors to the University of Dayton from 
around Ohio and the country. 
There are only a few weeks left to view the free exhibit, a multicultural collection of 38 
pieces spanning the early fourth century through the late 20th century. 
"The Mother of God: Art Celebrates Mary" is on display in galleries on the first and 
seventh floors of Roesch Library through Nov. 10. The galleries are open from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on weekdays and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends. Group tours are available by appointment. Call 
229-4254 or e-mail VaticanExhibit@notes.udayton.edu. 
"People are telling us that it's an absolutely magnificent exhibit," said Violette-Anne 
Onfroy-Curley, artistic activities director for the Marian Library Gallery on the seventh floor of 
Roesch Library. "The word-of-mouth reaction has been very positive. It's a world-class exhibit." 
Pieces include oil on canvas and copper, tempera and gold on panel; carved sections of 
sarcophagi in marble; and statuary in wood, bronze, ivory, lead and soapstone. Though relatively 
modest in size, the multimedia collection comprehensibly describes the Virgin Mother's impact and 
influence on societies around the world and throughout the span of Christian history. 
The National Catholic Reporter called the exhibit "a surprisingly intimate and thought-
provoking sample of seldom-seen work from the Vatican's expansive collections. It serves as a 
quiet counterpoint to the public perception that art from the Vatican is always big (think Sistine 
ceiling), baroque (think Bernini's spectacular design for St. Peter's) and unlikely to leave Rome." 
The Marian Library is offering free seminars on Thursday evenings, a catalogue ($40) 
issued by the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center in Washington, D.C., and a Guide to the Vatican 
Exhibit ($10) written by the Rev. Johann Roten, S.M., director of the Marian Library-International 
Marian Research Institute, which holds the largest collection of printed materials on Mary. For 
information or to view the exhibit, see http:/ /www.udayton.edu/mary I current-exhibit.html. 
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